RESOLUTION 03-02

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT LAND USE PLANNING/COMMUNITY DESIGN

Adopted on September 9, 2003 by the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO)

WHEREAS, local governments across the country engage in land use planning, including zoning, growth and development policies, and community design; and WHEREAS, land use planning and community design have a direct impact on the quality of life and sustainability in our cities and towns; and

WHEREAS, land use decisions may contribute to:

Health inequities; an increase in health and safety risks, poor quality housing, unstable neighborhoods, unsustainable ecosystems, and poor quality of life can be created[1]; asthma mortality is approximately three times higher among African-Americans than it is among whites; the elderly and people with disabilities are disproportionately affected by a lack of sidewalks and depressed curbs[2]; and

Chronic disease; more than 25 percent of adults in the United States are obese, and more than 60 percent do not engage in enough physical activity to benefit their health[3]; research has shown that a healthy diet and physical activity can prevent or delay type 2 diabetes[4]; and

Increased traffic congestion, reliance on the automobile, and increased pedestrian and bicyclist vulnerability; commuting stress has increased in recent years, while there has also been a decline in social capital (community connectedness); one pedestrian is killed in a vehicle accident every 108 minutes and injured every 7 minutes[5]; and

Decreased air quality and increased pollution emissions; motor vehicles are the largest source of manmade urban air pollution, and the EPA attributes 64,000 premature deaths per year to air pollution; between 1980 and the mid 1990's, the rate of people with asthma rose by 75 percent[6]; and

Decreased water quality; according to the EPA, soil erosion, and destruction of wetlands threaten surface and ground water quality, which may be drinking and/or recreational water sources; runoff from point and non-point sources pollute waterways, and is exacerbated when the amount of impervious surface in an area is increased; and

Loss of greenspace and land conversion; greenspace provides benefits for air and water quality, as well as for the physical and mental health of people; sprawling development consumes 1.2 million acres of productive farmland per year[7]; according to the American Farmland Trust, land is being developed at two times the population growth rate; and

Inappropriate hazardous materials facilities siting, transportation, and storage; exposure to heavy metals has been linked with certain cancers, kidney damage, and developmental retardation; and areas zoned for hazardous materials storage that contain toxic-waste facilities are often located near housing for poor, elderly, young, and minority residents[8] (cited in [9]); and

WHEREAS, the precautionary principle states, "When an activity raises threats of harm to human health or the environment, precautionary measures should be taken, even if some cause and effect relationships are not fully established scientifically. In this context, the proponent of an activity, rather than the public, should bear the burden of proof... The process of applying (this principle) must be open, informed and democratic and must include potentially affected parties. It must involve an examination of the full range of alternatives, including no action[10];"

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) encourages the comprehensive, formal, and systematic integration of local public health considerations into land use planning processes to ensure the sustainability and health of our communities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NACCHO advocates that health and planning agencies ensure early, sustained, and effective participation for affected community members in all stages of land use planning decision-making; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NACCHO supports the dedication of increased resources for improving local public health agency capacity for beneficial land use planning through training, development of tools, technical assistance and other support.

Proposed by Environmental Health and Prevention Advisory Committee

Replaces Res. 99-10 (Resolution Supporting Community-Based Land-Use Planning)

Adopted by NACCHO Board of Directors September 9, 2003
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